
 

 

1. Will children in Pre K have to wear masks all day long? Can a shield be substituted for a 

mask? Should we prepare the face mask by ourselves? Face coverings or masks will be required 

inside school buildings. Exceptions will be developmentally and age-appropriate, consistent with 

guidance of health agencies and paired with increased Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) for 

staff. The NYCDOE is purchasing and distributing appropriate PPE for students and staff to 

use when inside school buildings. We are waiting for more specific guidance on the wearing of 

masks for Pre K students from the Department of Early Childhood Education. We have not re-

ceived any information whether face shields will be permitted in lieu of face masks. Should we 

prepare the face mask by ourselves? Children can certainly wear masks that are provided by 

their families but in the event they do not have a mask we will have an adequate supply at our 

school sites. 

2. Will special education students be required to wear masks? We are waiting for more specific 

guidance on the wearing of masks for all Pre K students, including the Special Education stu-

dents from the Department of Early Childhood Education. 

  

3. The UFT wants Covid testing for each student. Working in the medical field I know how often 

these tests are needed, and this would be nearly on a daily basis.  

Are you proposing this invasive nasal swab be done to our children on a daily basis? Will     

teachers be tested as often? Who will have access to these results?  

How often will students and staff be tested?  

The fact that the UFT wants this testing does not mean that is what will be mandated by the   

Department of Education. We will communicate any mandates put out by the DOE when that     

becomes available. 

 

A. When do families need to have the Covid test before going back to school? The DOE is 
currently recommending that staff and students be tested 10 days before returning to 
school. It is not mandated at this time.  
 
B. Do we also need the antibody test? The DOE is not currently requesting students or staff 
to have a test for antibodies. 
 
C. Will Pre K parents be informed of any positive cases of Covid? Whenever a positive case 

of Covid is identified, parents will be notified of such as the classroom will immediately con-

vert to a remote setting until the respective classroom is cleaned.  

4. When will we know the exact days/schedule for our children so we can plan accordingly? We 

have been trying to confirm the preferences of all the families that did not respond to the survey 

asking if they want a remote plan or a blended plan. We hope to be able to send out the        

schedules to all famiies by the end of this week (by August 28th). 

 

5. Will there be early drop-off? Will there be an afterschool program? We recognize the need for 

early drop-off and afterschool programs to help our working families and initially we did plan 

for both. We are trying to get approval to offer our early drop-off program and we in communi-

cation with NIA which is our community partner who ran the afterschool program. We expect 

that we will be able to offer both programs but right now we are just trying to reopen the school. 

We hope to add those programs to our schedule as soon as possible. 

 

 



 

 

 

6. What will be the cleaning procedure? How often will it be done?Cleaning of classrooms will 

take place throughout the day and at the end of the day. Our custodians will be cleaning            

frequently touched surfaces throughout the day. Our teachers will be cleaning the teaching         

materials in the classroom each day. We purposely did not schedule classes on Wednesdays so 

that an extensive cleaning can be done. Bathrooms will be cleaned multiple times during the 

day.  

 

7. What is the location of a free Covid testing site in the neighborhood? There is a NYC Covid 

Test location on 5th Avenue and 86th Street next to Dunkin Donuts. There are other locations in 

every neighborhood. You can search for locations at nyc.gov/covidtest  

 

8. How will related services and SEIT services be delivered? Children who have an IEP which 

recommends related services, including SEIT services, will receive them whether the child is 

learning remotely or in -person. Some of our sites have related service providers in-house. This 

will limit the need to have additional people coming into our building.  

 

9. If I could not respond to the DOE website survey, do I need to do anything? If you could not 

respond to the DOE website survey, we ask that you send us an email to cloccisa-

no@schools.nyc.gov to let us know your preference. Our site coordinators have also tried to call 

anyone that does not have a preference on record. If we cannot reach you or hear from you to 

record your preference you will automatically be programmed for our blended model. 

 

10. Should we bring the school supplies to school on the first day? We sent a supply list on         

Operoo earlier this summer. Please bring those supplies with you when you join us on the first 

day of school. 

 

11. Do we need to have any special supplies if we choose 100% remote learning? Your remote 

teacher will inform you of any supplies that are needed for remote learning  

 

12. Will the children in either model have textbooks? We do not use textbooks in PreK. Our  

program focuses on learning through discovery and exploration and activities that engage our 

students to learn to think critically. 

 

13. What do we need to do to switch from a blended model to 100% remote? If you have chosen 

our blended model and wish to switch to 100% remote you simply need to inform the classroom 

teacher or the site coordinator at your building. You can do this at any time. We will then send 

you the schedule your child should follow. 

 

14. What do we need to do if we want to switch from a remote model to a blended one? If you 

are currently in a remote model and wish to switch to our blended model you will have to wait 

for the window to make this change. The Department of Education will announce this window to 

switch is open three times this year. You cannot change at any other time.  

 

15. Can I change my preference before the first day of school? The only changes we can make 

before the first day of school is to change from a blended model to a remote model. 

 

   



 

 

16. If we do not send our child in on the first day of school, can we enroll him at a later date? If 

you choose not to start school on the first day, we can only hold your seat for you until Sept. 

23rd. After that date we cannot guarantee that you will have a seat at the center you request but 

certainly is there is a seat available you will be able to enroll that that time. What would that 

procedure be? You would need to notify the site coordinator that you will not be enrolling at this 

time. When you do want to enroll you would need to provide all registration documentation at 

that time..gov/nycwell 

 

17. Does the remote class cover the same things as in school? Our remote only program aligns 

with what is covered in the blended program. In fact, our remote program provides an extreme-

ly robust experience for our children. Not only do the children engage in whole group instruc-

tion, but the small groups that will meet at least three times a week will have the children en-

gaged in focused activities centered around the particular theme of the lesson. 

 

18. What should we prepare before we go to school? There are a few things that would be help-

ful to prepare for before children start school. Children should be getting a good night's sleep 

each and every night. They should know how to use the bathroom facilities (although we will be 

there to help them with this). Children should know that they will be with other children and 

that we must follow safety protocols not only because of Covid but for the general wellbeing of 

all the children and staff in the room.  

 

19. How will the blended group be assigned? Our blended group is comprised of the students 

who have not chosen 100% remote instruction; students that are not in self-contained special 

education classes;  and is the default choice for those families that did not indicate their prefer-

ence to us. These children will be arbitrarily put into two groups A and B.  

 

20. Can the group be changed to accommodate our schedule? You may certainly request a 

change and we will try our very best to accommodate these for our families. 

 

21. Can children who are in a blended model be programmed on the same day as their older sib-

lings in other schools? We currently have 39 schools in District 20 alone. Each of these schools 

have developed their own schedules that they feel are most beneficial for their students. There is 

not one model chosen throughout the district. Therefore, it will be very difficult for us to sched-

ule our PreK students on a similar schedule as their older siblings because of all the different 

models that will exist. We will try to work with families on an individual basis to support them 

as best we can.  
 

22. When will school begin? School is scheduled to begin on Thursday, Sept. 10th. This is the lat-

est information that we have. Should there be a change we will be sure to communicate this to 

our families.  

 

23. How will the dual language classes look? We will still have our dual language classes partici-

pate in alternate days for the target language and English. We will have to adjust some aspects 

to this program to accommodate for those families that have requested 100% remote instruc-

tion. We are waiting for additional guidance from the Office of Dual Language Instruction so 

that we can follow their requirements under these conditions. 

  

24. How many special education children will be in each class? Our special education children 

have also been allowed to request 100% remote instruction. We will not exceed the number of 

allowable bodies in any classroom whether it is general education or special education.  

 

 



 

 

25. Will lunch be instructional time? Our lunchtime will not be considered instructional time as 

it was explained for elementary, middle or high school students. We will continue to have our 

meals in the classroom as Grab N Go meals where the food is pre-packaged for each child to 

avoid any additional contamination. The children and classroom staff will engage in conversa-

tion with the children during this mealtime. We will not be explicitly teaching a particular topic 

during this time. 

26. For remote only instruction, aside from the 30 minutes in the morning, what else will the 

children be expected to do daily? In addition to the morning meeting time each day, children will 

be invited to participate in small group instruction of not more than 6 children at least three 

times a week. Here they will engage in activities focused on the theme of the day.  

 

27. What time will the 30 minute morning meeting take place for remote instruction? Whole 

group lessons will begin at 9 am; 9:30 and 10 am. Teachers will inform parents what time their 

child is scheduled for. 

 

28. When will the remote only schedule be released? We are working as fast as we can to         

distribute these remote and blended schedules. We had to try to reach out to all those families 

that did not respond to the survey in order to get their preference so that we could plan           

accordingly. We sincerely hope to have these schedules available by the end of this week. 

 

29. Are there set times children will need to wash their hands? How often? Children must wash 

their hands when entering the classroom; anytime they use the bathroom facilities; before and 

after meals; and before and after engaging in certain classroom activities like using the sensory 

table or working with playdoh or paints. They wash their hands multiple times during the day. 

 

30. If you choose blended instruction, does the child have to participate in the remote part of the 

instruction as well? Our children learn from doing. The small group activities encourage this 

additional exploration for them. Although we cannot force any child to participate, we highly 

recommend and encourage them to participate in these small group sessions. They will take 

place at least three times a week. If a child cannot participate in all the sessions, they are           

welcome to participate in as many as they can.  

 

31. What is the address of the District 20 Pre-K website? Our website address is 

www.District20PreK.org 

 

32. Will mandatory temperature checks take place every morning? According to the guidance 

from the Department of Education, daily health screenings, including temperature checks, must 

be completed at home by families and school-based staff. The DOE will launch a robust              

education campaign that makes clear to parents and staff how important these daily health 

checks are to keeping school communities healthy and safe. The DOE is also committed to          

purchasing thermometers for at-home use for families who may need them. However, every 

morning, prior to entering the school, specific staff will perform random samplings of tempera-

tures for both students and school-based staff using non-touch thermometers. Additional guid-

ance on random temperature screenings is forthcoming.  

 

 

http://www.District20PreK.org


 

 

33. Can a child's sibling be brought along when we drop off the child to Pre-K in the morning 

and pickup at dismissal? Siblings who are not of school age may accompany the parent when 

dropping off a child to a Pre K site. Keep in mind that all children older than age 2 must wear a 

mask for arrival and dismissal. This means that any sibling must wear a mask while in the build-

ing. If the sibling is an infant, the parent must hold this sibling. If the sibling can walk on their 

own, the parent must hold onto this sibling and cannot let them roam in the classroom. We are 

trying our best to keep our classrooms clean and sanitized with the occupants that will be there 

all day long. : nyc.gov/nycwell   

34. We responded to both choices. What do we do now? Please send an email to our parent        

coordinator, Camille Loccisano (cloccisano@schools.nyc.gov) and let her know. Also be sure to 

mention the site you are registered at. 

 

35. How will prep classes be conducted? (art, gym) Because of the new wellness protocols, all   

students will remain in their classrooms for instruction, except when going outside for time in 

the playground or for neighborhood walks. 

 

36. Will children still get outside time? Children will still be able to take neighborhood walks 

and have time in our playgrounds when the weather permits. 

 

37. How are the classes set up for social distancing? Is there a model parents can see? We will 

take every precaution in our classrooms and in our buildings to maintain social distancing of our 

children. Enrollment in each classroom will be significantly less than usual. Children will have a 

few centers to play in instead of opening all of them each day so that we can ensure these         

resources are cleaned properly each day. Some classroom centers will offer the children their 

own separate bin of resources to use so that  we limit any co-mingling of supplies. Children will 

be spaced out at their tables for meals. We will have signage throughout the building and in the 

classrooms to remind children to keep socially distant. 

 

38. Please explain the 4-day schedule for self-contained special education classes. For those        

families that chose blended instruction for their special education students, these children will 

have in-person instruction on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday all day from 8:30 am to 

2:00 pm. They will receive their related services in-person during these days. Wednesday will be 

a day of remote instruction in small groups for these children. If families chose 100% remote  

instruction for their child in a special education classroom, the schedule will be similar to the one 

that we had during our extended year program during the summer. These children will receive 

their related services remotely.  

 

39. How can I get a learning device for my child? In order to receive a learning device from the 

Department of Education, families MUST complete the survey sent out by our parent coordina-

tor NO LATER THAN AUGUST 31st. The link to the survey is https://coronavirus.schools.nyc/

RemoteLearningDevices  If you do not reply to this survey the DOE will not be able to supply 

you with a learning device. 

 

40. Do parents have to participate in the remote instruction or can grandparents take their 

place? It is fine for grandparents or caregivers to take the place of parents for the remote        

instruction sessions.  

 

 

 

 

https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcoronavirus.schools.nyc%2FRemoteLearningDevices&data=02%7C01%7CCLoccisano%40schools.nyc.gov%7C32b3d15a991d4ff4d23b08d849156f4d%7C18492cb7ef45456185710c42e5f7ac07%7C0%7C0%7C637339703691345470&sd
https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcoronavirus.schools.nyc%2FRemoteLearningDevices&data=02%7C01%7CCLoccisano%40schools.nyc.gov%7C32b3d15a991d4ff4d23b08d849156f4d%7C18492cb7ef45456185710c42e5f7ac07%7C0%7C0%7C637339703691345470&sd


 

 

41. What will the schedule for the first few days of school be like? In past years you had a special 

schedule for students and parents. We are planning the first few days of in-person instruction 

with our parents in attendance as usual. However, we must also adhere to the safety protocols 

recognizing the approved number of individuals allowed in each classroom. We will send out a 

schedule as soon as possible.  

 

42. Will there be transportation for our children who will be in blended learning? 

Transportation is only available for our students in the self-contained special education classes. 

Our site coordinators are programming the students in these classes for bus service. 

 

43. Will the same teacher teach the in-person class and the remote class for blended learning? 

More than likely, the children in blended classrooms will have two teachers - one for in -person 

learning and one for remote. Please understand that every day, these teacher teams will have 

time set aside at the beginning of the day to collaborate on the work that needs to be done that 

day so that everyone is on the same page. The children in these classes will meet the teacher 

teams and have a chance to get to know them both in person and online.  

 

44. How many students will be in the small group instruction? We will try our very best to keep 

the small groups to 6 children.  

 

45. Will all classes be supplied with PPE - personal protective equipment? Every class will be 

supplied with PPE - masks, gloves, soap, paper towels, and sanitizer 

 

46. What is the actual school session times? Children are expected to arrive in school at 8:30 am 

and will be dismissed at 2:00 each day. 

 

47. Does the DOE have assistance programs for parents or children who might contract Covid 

but do not have health insurance? Please visit the following website for additional information 

regarding resources available to families: nyc.gov/nycwell   


